
© 1994 Orpheus Books Ltd

Illustrations by Mike Atkinson
(Garden Studio), Janos
Marffy, David Wright (Kathy
Jakeman Illustration), Shane
Marsh, David More (Linden
Artists), Betti Ferrero (Milan
Illustration Agency), Tim
Hayward (Bernard Thornton
Artists), John Morris (Wildlife
Art Agency), Steven Kirk

Created and produced by
Nicholas Harris and Joanna
Turner, Orpheus Books Ltd

All rights reserved. No part of
this book may be reproduced,
stored in a retrieval system,
or transmitted in any form or
by any means, electronic,
mechanical, photocopying,
recording or otherwise,
without the prior permission
of the copyright owner.

ISBN

Printed and bound in China

THE EARLIEST ANIMALS
First of Their Kind l The
First Mammal

THE GREATEST DINOSAURS
Largest-Ever Land Animals
l Parade of the Giants

THE TALLEST ANIMALS
THAT EVER LIVED
The Long-Necked Sauropods
l High Browsers

THE LARGEST SKULL
Dinosaur Record Holders
l Sprint Champion

GIANTS OF THE PAST
Indricotherium, the Giant
Rhinoceros
l Mammal Giants

THE FIRST HUMANS
Our Earliest Ancestors l The
First Traveller

THE HUMAN BODY
Anatomical Record Holders
l The Tallest and the Shortest
l Giraffe Necks

THE LARGEST ANIMAL THAT
EVER LIVED
The Incredible Blue Whale
l A Blue Whale Calf

20

18

10

16

14

12

8

6 THE LARGEST FISH
Giants of the ocean

LARGEST ON LAND...
...And in the Air

THE SMALLEST ANIMALS
Pictured at Actual Size
l Miniature Record Holders

THE LARGEST INSECTS
Giants of the Mini-Beast
World

THE FASTEST...
...And the Slowest
l Stooping to Conquer

THE LONGEST-LIVED...
Nature’s Senior Citizens
l Long-Lived Reptiles

REALM OF THE DEEP
The Deepest-Living Ocean
Animals

OCEAN TRAVELLERS
The Longest Journeys
l A Bird of Two Summers

36

34

32

22

30

28

26
24

THE LARGEST FLOWER
The Mysterious Rafflesia
l The Smallest Flower
l The First Flower

INDEX

44

46

I N T RODUC T I ON
At least 275,000 kinds of flowering plants are alive today.

There may be as many as 10 million kinds of animals.
Thousands, perhaps millions more, died out long ago. Among

these teeming numbers, a few stand out from the rest because they
are, or were, the largest or smallest, or special in some other way.
Have you ever wondered – if you could hold a competition among all
living things – which ones would win the prizes?

This book gives many of the answers. Here you will discover that the
heaviest whale, the blue whale, can weigh as much as 1800 people, yet
it would take more than a dozen of these giant animals to outweigh a
giant sequoia tree, the heaviest living thing on Earth. You will come
across a living tree older than the pyramids of Egypt, and a mammal
that can dive three kilometres beneath the surface of the ocean.

Here are the greatest and smallest dinosaurs, the biggest-ever land
mammals, the tallest animals that ever lived, and the tallest and
shortest peoples. Here, too, are the speediest creatures on Earth, the
animals that make the longest journeys around the world, and those
that live to the greatest ages.

Welcome to the record breakers of the living world!
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The largest living
dragonfly (below)
measures 19 cm
across its wings.
The largest-ever
dragonfly had a
wingspan more
than three times
that size.

TH E LARGES T I N S E C T S

There are more different kinds of insect than any
other animal. Insects come in a huge variety of
sizes: some are bigger than some small mammals

(see page 69) while some are so tiny it is impossible to see
them without a magnifying glass. The biggest butterfly is
1000 times larger than the smallest fairy fly.

Most insects are small, partly because of the way they
breathe. Unlike humans, they do not have lungs to force
air in and out. Instead, air drifts in and out of their bodies
through little tubes in their sides. This simple breathing
system would not let enough fresh air reach deep inside
the body of too large an animal.

Some insects must be light enough to fly. An insect lives
inside a hard outer skeleton, like a suit of armour. As the
insect grows, this armour must split open and fall off to
allow a bigger suit to grow in its place. If beetles or
butterflies grew as large and plump as pigeons their
armour would have to be so heavy that they could not fly.
Some prehistoric insects were much bigger (although no
heavier) than the largest insects now alive. One prehistoric
dragonfly even had the wingspan of a crow!

The largest cockroach (left)
has a body nearly 10 cm
long. Its antennae (feelers)
are even longer.

The longest stick
insect (right) is as
thick as a human
finger and longer than
a man’s foot.

The largest flea, the
beaver flea is tiny, but
even smaller fleas jump
33 cm, equivalent to
humans leaping 210 m.

The world’s heaviest insects are
the goliath beetles from West
Africa (right). One big male goliath
beetle is as heavy as 50 pygmy
shrews, the lightest land mammals
(see page 69). Elephant beetles
from Central America are bigger
than goliaths but weigh less.

The world’s largest butterfly,
the Queen Alexandra’s
birdwing, is also probably the
rarest. Females (above) can
grow to 28 cm across the
wings. They fly so high they
are difficult to net. The first
specimen collected was shot
down instead!

The male Queen
Alexandra’s birdwing
(below) is smaller than
the female. His bright
colours warn hungry
birds that he is
poisonous to eat.
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The insects are pictured at actual size
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