controlled by wooden rods,
called the tiller and whipstaff,
by the helmsman on the gun
deck. On some ships the

rudder is controlled by a

wheel on the main deck
instead of a whipstaff.




The ship’s stern

Welcome aboard! This pirate
ship is a brigantine, a fast,

medium-sized ship favoured

by pirates. It was captured by

its lawless crew in the
Caribbean Sea. Not only are
they fast, but brigantines can
also sail into shallow waters
where heavier warships cannot
follow. The stern, or rear, of
the ship, has four decks
and houses the
captain’s quarters and
some of the stores.
The Jolly Roger is

flown from the stern.
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