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Ancient Egypt

People have lived in the fertile land of Egypt beside the river
Nile for thousands of years. Each summer the river floods,
coating the earth with a layer of rich mud, ideal for growing
crops. It was here, over 5000 years ago, that a great

civilization emerged.

The people of ancient Egypt worshipped hundreds of gods
and goddesses who represented everything from motherhood
and wisdom to the sun, moon, stars and sky. They built great
temples to their gods and massive pyramids
and spectacular tombs for their kings,

known as pharaohs.

The ancient Egyptians believed in life after death. If you had
lived a good life, then your soul would pass into the Next
World where life was restful for evermore. They preserved
the bodies of rich and important people by mummifying them,
so that they could come back to life again in the Next World.
People were buried with all the things they might need in the
Afterlife, including food and clothes and statues of servants to
do their work for them. Pharaohs were also buried

with gold and treasures.

In this book you can explore inside a pyramid
and see how it was built, wander through a
temple and come face to face with a mummy in
his tomb. Along the way you will meet some of
the people who built these amazing structures,

and see how they lived.
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almost finished. Thousands'c
workers are busily polishing
and painting its outer surface

made of perfectly fitting, blocks callee
made of a finer limestone

than the building blocks.
These were levered into

smooth limestone blocks.
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Workers shave
and polish the
limestone place starting at the top of

-
casing stones. the pyramid and working \ . -l.

down to give a perfectly Woddsh frames
flat surface. They were act as ladders to
help the workers

polished by hand until they h hioh
reach higher.

were completely smooth. : Scaffolding

around the
pyramid provides
a solid platform
to work from.
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EMPTY CHAMBERS
Two other chambers were built beneath
the king’s chamber. No one knows what

‘these were for—perhaps the pharaoh just
changed his mind about where

he wanted his tomb to
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