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Contents The dinosaurs

6—9 Before the dinosaurs The dinosaurs were ancient reptiles that dominated the

Earth for more than 160 million years. They first
appeared 230 million years ago, during what geologists
10-13 ]uras sic forest call the Triassic period. They flourished during the
next two periods, called the Jurassic

(200-145 million years ago) and the Cretaceous
14—17 Plant-eaters (145-65 million years ago).

Dinosaur means “terrible lizard”. They were

given this name because the first dinosaur fossils

found were very large, but in fact dinosaurs came

18-21 Dinosaur attack

- " e in all shapes and sizes. The smallest were no bigger than chickens, whereas the
k._:; largest would dwarf a four-storey building. Some
dinosaurs were meat-eaters and others were plant-
eaters.
22-25 Cretaceous seas While the dinosaurs roamed the Earth, flying
reptiles, called pterosaurs, ruled the air, and marine
reptiles swam in the seas.

26-29 After the dinosaurs

The dinosaurs, and many other prehistoric

creatures, went extinct at the end of the Cretaceous

period. This was probably due to
30  Glossary

massive environmental changes that

occurred about 65 million years ago, when a

giant meteorite hit the Earth. The dust and
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debris from the collision filled the atmosphere

and blocked out the light of the sun for many
years. But the disappearance of the dinosaurs left
room for the rise of another group of animals—the

mammals.
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