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6-9  Building the castle

Castles are found all over the world, but they
all have one thing in common. They were

built by rich and powerful people, such as

10-13 Castle life knights, kings or

wealthy landowners,
to defend and control the land around them. Castles were
14-17 Tournament homes for a lord and his family and his guards. Among the
other castle-dwellers were cooks and domestic servants,
knights and their pages and squires, blacksmiths, carpenters,
18-21 In the town

grooms and priests. There might also be minstrels and

jesters to keep the lord amused. Overseeing all the castle

activities was the steward.

In Europe, the earliest castles were little more than wooden forts, usually built on

the top of a hill, called a motte. Sometimes there would be a small settlement next to

the fort in an enclosure, called a bailey. Eventually, the wooden forts were replaced
by stone buildings. These were much stronger and easier to defend. Called keeps or

donjons, they were simply stone towers, with high walls and small windows.
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As time went on, castles needed even

stronger defences. These included a moat
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or ditch surrounding the castle, crossed by
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a drawbridge that could be raised when
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attackers approached. Thick walls were also
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built around castles, making it even more difficult

for attackers to gain entry. Despite these measures, a

-

long siege with special weapons could eventually
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bring down even the strongest of castles.
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