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IN THIS ENCYCLOPEDIA, you will find out about some places where
there is always something happening: a city street, a building site or

a railway station, for example. And if you are planning a trip by
plane—or even by spacecraft—you will find the book especially useful.

There are lots of
things to see in the
main illustration
that accompanies
each subject

Each subject is
presented with
an introductory
text to explain
what it is about.

If you look very carefully, you will
find a tiny teddy bear in each of
the main illustrations in this
book. Turn to page 31 to find out
where they are hidden.

Most (but not all) of
the items pictured
can be found
somewhere in the
main illustration.

The text that
accompanies each
item explains what it
is and provides more
information about it.
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18 19B U I L D I N G S I T E

ABUILDING SITE is the area
where building work takes place.

Lots of workers and machines are
needed to put a building up. First the
area has to be cleared of rubble.
Then large holes called foundations
must be dug. These holes are filled
with concrete to give a stable base to
build on. Then the walls can be
added, the roof will be raised into
position and the windows and doors
can be put in.

Building site
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Drill
Drills are used to
make holes or to
break up hard
ground. The drill
hammers the
ground very
rapidly, breaking it
up into smaller
pieces.
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Bulldozer
A bulldozer is a large, powerful vehicle used to
demolish old buildings and clear areas for new ones.
It has caterpillar tracks around its wheels. These

enable it to drive
over muddy or

rough ground.
It shovels up
rubble and
earth and
pushes it out

of the way.

Hard hat
Hard hats are designed to protect the head from

damage. Working on a building
site can be very dangerous, so
all workers and visitors must
wear hard hats like this. They
are usually made from tough

plastic and are brightly coloured
so the wearer can easily be seen.

Crane
Cranes are machines used to lift
building materials, such as steel
girders. The controller sits at the
controls near the top of the crane.
The arm, called the jib, is balanced by
a weight at the other end. A hoist
winches the girder upwards. The arm
can swivel round and the hoist slide
backwards or forwards.

Concrete
mixer
A concrete
mixer is like a
giant washing
machine. The
cement, water
and sand needed to
make concrete are tipped into its huge drum.
The drum spins to keep the concrete wet and
sloppy. Concrete sets hard when dry.

Wheelbarrow
Wheelbarrows are small,
single-wheeled vehicles
that are pushed around
by hand. They are good
for carrying small loads
short distances.

Scaffolding
Scaffolding is the temporary framework fixed
to the outside of a building that is being built

or repaired. It is
made from metal
poles which
support wooden
boards for the
building workers
to stand on. They
use ladders to
climb from one
level to the other.

Forklift truck
A forklift truck is a vehicle used to lift
and move heavy loads. The load is
picked up by the metal “fork”
and can be raised or lowered.
The driver has separate
controls inside the truck
for the fork. The
large thick wheels
help the truck to
balance.

Dumper
Dumper trucks carry large loads of rubble
away from the site. To empty its contents, the
skip is tipped up at an angle and the back
“gate” is opened. The rubble slides out.

Carpenter
A carpenter fits the parts of
the new building that are
made of wood. These
include the roof supports,
the floorboards, the window
frames and doors.

Digger
A digger is a powerful machine used for
making holes. Its most important use on a
building site is to dig
foundations. The
huge bucket at
the front
scoops up
the earth
and tips it
into a
dumper.
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