U The trebuchet was
invented by the Chinese
in the 4th century. It
remained in use as a
siege machine until the
16th century — well
after the introduction of
cannons.

It all began one wet
day... Granddad
suggested that my
brother Josh and | look
for some interesting
books to read in his
study. He had hundreds!
Some of them were
really ancient. While we
were looking, a very
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for some interesting books to read in his study. He

had hundreds! Some of them were really ancient.
While we were looking, a very strange thing happened. A
book fell out of the bookcase all by itself. It was an old book
about searching for dinosaur fossils. A page had come loose
in the fall. On it was a photo of something That really
sparked our interest: an enormous,

curved claw, a metre long.
Scary! No one had ever
seen such a huge claw
before. and damp.
Before | could stop
myself, | had climbed
through. | was
standing in a cave.

| could hear Josh shouting “Maisie!" Then he climbed through
after me. The door clicked shut behind us, but Josh had the
key in his hand. We crept towards the cave entrance ...
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