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INTRODUCTION

ESIDES mammals,

birds, reptiles and
amphibians, there are
other kinds of animals
that live on land. They
are mostly very small.
Some live 1n the soil,
while others can fly. Still
others live in our homes,
and some even live on us!
These are the amazing
creatures we call mini-
beasts—insects, spiders,

worms and many others.
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Cockchafer

Like its namesake, the tiger

beetle is a ferocious predator. Dung
. . beetle

It is one of the fastest insects

on the ground.

The
cockchafer
spreads its

~ " antennae

" when it flies.
This helps it sense
the direction of
the wind.

BEETLES

BEETLES make up
the largest group of

]

l A ‘l-t‘ er beetle

insects. There is a huge

variety in colours and shapes. All
beetles have wings. When they

are not in flight, the
DUNG BEETLES

Dung beetles live in grasslands.

The adult beetles use their

toothed legs to mould the dung

into balls. Then they roll the ball

to their under-ground burrows.

Ladybird

wings are folded

away under hard

wing-cases for

protection. The ladybird -

helps farmers
by eating

troublesome
pests like

Harlequin

longhorn They lay their eggs in animal

dung. Their larvae feed on it

when they hatch out.

The harlequin
longhorn has very
long front legs. These

help it to move around
tree trunks.

Great diving beetle

The great diving beetle #
has powerful back ; \t"
legs lined with

The male
rhinoceros beetle
uses its horns to lift
rivals out of the way. In

fact, it can pick up over
850 times its own small fish to catch. Although it spends most of its time

hairs. It uses them as oars as it swims

along in search of insects, tadpoles and even

weight! in the water, it can also fly well.

Rhinoceros beetle




