
EARTH is 4600
million years old. Life

on our planet probably
began about 3800 million
years ago.The first life
forms were microscopic
things, neither animals
nor plants. It took another
3600 million years before
a certain kind of reptile
appeared. Some of these
reptiles were the largest
and fiercest creatures the
world has ever seen.
They were the dinosaurs.
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KING OF DINOSAURS

One of the largest flesh-eating
dinosaurs, 12-metre-long
Tyrannosaurus rex had massive,

powerful legs and teeth as sharp as
steak knives. It would charge at its
prey, bringing it down with the
huge claws on its feet.

C R E T A C E O U S D I N O S A U R S

TWO of the best-
known dinosaurs

lived at the end of the
Cretaceous Period.The
plant-eater,Triceratops,

had three horns on its
head and a large neck frill.
Tyrannosaurus was one of
the few predators powerful
enough to attack it.

The first mammals appeared in
the Age of Dinosaurs. They were
tiny creatures, emerging usually
only at night to feed.

While dinosaurs ruled on
land, pterosaurs such as
Pteranodon, flew in the skies.
Sheets of skin between the
fourth finger and body made
up their wings. They used
their beaks for seizing fish.
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