
PACIFIC

OCEAN

ATLANTIC

OCEAN

INDIAN

OCEAN

PACIFIC

OCEAN

ARCTIC       OCEAN

Antarctic Circle

Tropic of Cancer

Arctic Circle

Tropic of Cancer

Equator

120°W
60°W

60°E0° 120°E

120°W

60°W
0° 60°E

120°E

Arctic Circle

Tropic of Capricorn

Antarctic Circle

Northern
Mariana
Islands

American
Samoa

Puerto Rico

French
PolynesiaCook Is.

Pitcairn Is.

Falkland Is.

Tierra del
Fuego

Greenland

(USA)

Guam

New
Caledonia

A N T A R C T I C A

Réunion

(Denmark)

(USA)

(USA)

(USA)

(NZ)
(France)

(UK)

(France) (France)

(UK)

Galapagos Is.
(Ecuador)

NEW YORK

LOS ANGELES

MEXICO CITY

BOGOTÁ

LIMA

SÃO PAULO

BUENOS AIRES

TOKYO

BEIJING

BANGKOK

JAKARTA

SYDNEY

MUMBAI

TEHRAN

MOSCOW

LONDON

ROME

CAIRO

LAGOS

JOHANNESBURG

NAIROBI

HAWAII

NORWAY

BAHAMAS

BELIZE

CANADA

UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA

MEXICO

CUBA
DOMINICAN

REP.HAITIJAMAICA

COSTA RICA

GUATEMALA

NICARAGUAEL SALVADOR

HONDURAS

PANAMA
VENEZUELA

TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

BARBADOS

ANTIGUA & BARBUDA
S.K.

S.L.
S.V.
GR.

DOMINICA

ALASKA

KIRIBATI

(USA)

SAMOA

TONGA

PERU

BOLIVIA

PARAGUAY

BRAZIL

CHILE

ARGENTINA

URUGUAY

TANZANIA

ANGOLA

MOZAMBIQUE

MALAWI

MADAGASCAR

ZAMBIA

ZIMBABWE

BOTSWANA

NAMIBIA

SOUTH
AFRICA LESOTHO

SWAZILAND

TURKEY

LIBYA
EGYPT

ALGERIA

MOROCCO

WESTERN
SAHARA

MAURITANIA
MALI

CO.
GH.

T.

BENIN

BURKINA
FASO

NIGERIA

CAMEROON

CENTRAL
AFRICAN REP.

CHAD

SUDAN

NIGER
ERITREA

YEMEN

DJIBOUTI

UGANDA

ETHIOPIA

SOMALIA

BU.

R.

KENYA

CONGO

GABON

CONGO-
BRAZZAVILLE

Q.
B.

K.

SAUDI
ARABIA

LE.

I.

JORDAN

SYRIA
CYPRUS

IRAQ

U.A.E.

SURINAMEGUYANA

COLOMBIA

ECUADOR

FRENCH GUIANA

CAPE
VERDE

IRELAND

UNITED
KINGDOM

FR.

SPAIN

PORTUGAL

A.

GAMBIA
SENEGAL

GUINEA-BISSAU
GUINEA

SIERRA LEONE

LIBERIA

E.G.

SA.

CABINDA

ICELAND

M.

SWEDEN

FINLAND

GERMANY

DENMARK

N.

V.
S.

UKRAINE

GREECE

SL.
BO.

Y. BULGARIA

ROMANIA
MO.H.

S.R.

AL.

TUNISIA

GE.

MALTA

LI.

ES.

ITALY

BE.
LU.

POLAND
BELARUS

CR.

CZ.

AU.SW.

MA.

RUSSIA

KAZAKHSTAN

UZBEKISTAN

TURKMENISTAN

LA.

COMOROS

SEYCHELLES

MALDIVES

SRI
LANKA

INDIA

OMAN

OMAN

IRAN

AR. AZ.

AFGHANISTAN

PAKISTAN NEPAL

BANGLADESH

BURMA
(MYANMAR)

THAILAND

LAOS

VIETNAM

CAMBODIA

MALAYSIA

KYRGYZSTAN

TAJIKISTAN

BHUTAN

BRUNEI

CHINA

TAIWAN

NORTH
KOREA

MONGOLIA

PHILIPPINES

SINGAPORE

SOUTH
KOREA

JAPAN

PAPUA
NEW

GUINEA SOLOMON
ISLANDS

NAURU KIRIBATI

TUVALU

MARSHALL
ISLANDS

FEDERATED STATES
OF MICRONESIAPALAU

I N D O N E S I A

AUSTRALIA

NEW
ZEALAND

VANUATU

MAURITIUS FIJI IS.

(USA)

(Angola)

(Morocco)

L.

North America

South America

Europe

Africa

Asia

Oceania

Andorra
Albania
Armenia
Azerbaijan
Austria
Bahrain
Belgium
Bosnia-Herzegovina
Burundi

A.
AL.
AR.
AZ.
AU.
B.
BE.
BO.
BU.

Côte d'Ivoire
Croatia
Czech Republic
Equatorial Guinea
Estonia
France
Georgia
Ghana
Grenada

CO.
CR.
CZ.
E.G.
ES.
FR.
GE.
GH.
GR.

Hungary
Israel
Kuwait
Latvia
Lebanon
Liechtenstein
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Macedonia

H.
I.
K.
LA.
LE.
L.
LI.
LU.
MA.

Andorra
Albania
Armenia
Azerbaijan
Austria
Bahrain
Belgium
Bosnia-Herzegovina
Burundi

A.
AL.
AR.
AZ.
AU.
B.
BE.
BO.
BU.

Côte d'Ivoire
Croatia
Czech Republic
Equatorial Guinea
Estonia
France
Georgia
Ghana
Grenada

CO.
CR.
CZ.
E.G.
ES.
FR.
GE.
GH.
GR.

HHungary
Israel
Kuwait
Latvia
Lebanon
Liechtenstein
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Macedonia

H.
I.
K.
LA.
LE.
L.
LI.
LU.
MA.

C O N T E N T S C O N T E N T S

2 3

Scale
0 3000 km

MN. Montenegro
M. Monaco
MO. Moldova
N. Netherlands
Q. Qatar
R. Rwanda
S. San Marino
SA. São Tomé &

Príncipe
SE. Serbia

SK. Slovakia
SL. Slovenia
SW. Switzerland
S.K. St. Kitts and Nevis
S.L. St. Lucia
S.V. St. Vincent and the

Grenadines
T. Togo
U.A.E. United Arab Emirates
V. Vatican City

SE.
MN.

THE WORLD

CONTENTS
4 NORTH AMERICA

8 SOUTH AMERICA

12 EUROPE

18 ASIA

24 OCEANIA

26 AFRICA

First published in 2009 by Orpheus Books Ltd.,
6 Church Green,Witney, Oxfordshire OX28 4AW England

www.orpheusbooks.com
Copyright © 2009 Orpheus Books Ltd

Created and produced by Orpheus Books Ltd

Text Claire Aston
Illustrators Gary Hincks, Steve Noon

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or
transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording

or otherwise, without the prior written permission of the copyright owner.

ISBN 978 1 905473 59 5
A CIP record for this book is available from the British Library.

Printed and bound in Singapore

North America

South America

Europe

Africa

Asia

Oceania

A

EAST TIMOR

©Orpheus Books

©Orpheus Books



This scarlet macaw
is one of the
many birds of
the rain-
forest.

Some rainforest peoples live in
one part of the forest for a
while, where they hunt and
grow basic crops, and
then move on to another
site to give the soil a
chance to recover. As
more and more of the
forest is cut down,
their homelands
are depleted. They
have also suffered
from persecution
and illness as
outsiders have
moved into the
forest.

AMAZON RAINFOREST
The Amazon basin is the largest area of
rainforest in the world. Many kinds of
plants and animals live there, and new
species are constantly being discovered.The
mighty Amazon River and its tributaries
flow through the forest, providing a vital

The destruction of the
rainforests does not
only mean a loss of
habitat for plants and
animals. The bare
landscape that is left
also leads to soil
erosion, while some
scientists think that the
loss of so many trees
may affect the world’s
climate.

transport route and source of food for the
native peoples who live in forest villages.A
few of these peoples still follow a traditional
way of life, hunting, fishing and growing
crops. Many also take advantage of modern
technology, such as engines for their boats.

Today, the rainforest is disappearing at an
alarming rate, because of logging for the
timber industry, roadbuilding, and clearing
space for cattle farming or crop planting.
The poor-quality rainforest soil means that
it cannot support grazing or crops for long
before the farmers must move on to new
areas. So even more of the forest is lost.
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SOUTH AMERICA

SOUTH AMERICA is a continent of
extremes.The world’s longest mountain

range, the Andes, stretches along the west
coast. Between the snow-capped mountains
lies a high, cold and windswept plain called
the altiplano. Between the Andes and the
Pacific Ocean coast is the Atacama Desert,
the driest place on earth. Rain may not fall
here for hundreds of years at a time.

In the north, most people live near the
Caribbean coast or in the mountains.
Further inland, the vast rainforests of the
Amazon basin dominate.The Amazon River
originates in the Andes, and winds its way
eastwards through Peru and Brazil before
reaching the Atlantic
Ocean.

To the east of the
Amazon rainforest
lie the Brazilian
Highlands. Further
south are wide areas
of fertile grasslands,
known as pampas,
which cover parts of
Argentina and
Uruguay. In the
extreme south of

A Chilean boy. Many people
living in South America today
are of mixed European and
native Indian descent. They
are known as mestizos.

Argentina, grasslands give way to the dry,
bleak scrublands of Patagonia.The southern
Andes is an region of glaciers and
volcanoes, breaking up into bleak, rocky
islands at its tip.

Many people in South America are
descended from Europeans, especially the
Spanish and Portuguese, who began to
arrive during the 15th century. Most South
American people today still speak these
languages. Others are descendents of African
slaves brought over by the Europeans.The
numbers of native peoples of South
America fell dramatically after the arrival of
the Europeans, but some still live in the
mountains and the rainforest, keeping their
own languages and traditions.

S O U T H A M E R I C A
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Rio de Janeiro, or “January River” (below), lies on the coast of
Brazil. It was named after the month in which Portuguese
explorer Goncalo Coelho sailed into its bay in 1503. A great
city has since grown up beneath the famous Sugar Loaf
mountain. In the 19th century, Rio de Janeiro was an
important port trading gold and diamonds mined in the interior
of the country. Today, poverty-stricken shantytowns cluster on
the outskirts, crowded with people desperate for work.

A native American woman
steers a boat on the
highest navigable lake in
the world, Lake Titicaca
(right), which stretches
between Peru and Bolivia.
The boat is made from
tough, tightly bundled
reeds. People also live on
floating island villages in
the lake, made from
thickly-piled reeds. When
the reeds at the bottom rot
away, more layers are piled
up on top.

ARGENTINA
Area 2,766,889 sq km Population
40,677,348 Capital Buenos Aires
Language Spanish Religions Roman
Catholic 90%, Protestant 2%, other 8%
Currency Argentine peso
CHILE
Area 756,626 sq km Population
16,454,143 Capital Santiago Language
Spanish Religions Roman Catholic 89%,
Protestant 11%
PARAGUAY
Area 406,752 sq km Population
6,831,306 Capital Asunción Languages
Spanish, Guarani Religions Roman
Catholic 90%, Protestant 10%
URUGUAY
Area 176,215 sq km Pop. 3,477,778
Capital Montevideo Language Spanish
Religions Roman Catholic 66%, Protestant
2%, Jewish 2%, other 30%

SOUTHERN
Chile

Paraguay Uruguay Argentina
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FACTFILE

The oil wells of Lake
Maracaibo are very
important to the
economy of Venezuela.

BOLIVIA
Area 1,098,581 sq km Population
9,247,816 Capitals La Paz, Sucre
Languages Spanish, Quechua,Aymara
COLOMBIA
Area 1,141,748 sq km Pop. 45,013,674
Capital Bogotá Language Spanish
Religions Roman Catholic 95%, other 5%
ECUADOR
Area 272,045 sq km Population
13,927,650 Capital Quito Languages
Spanish, Quechua
FRENCH GUIANA
Area 91,000 sq km Pop. 209,000 Capital
Cayenne Languages French, Creole
GUYANA
Area 214,969 sq km Population 770,794
Capital Georgetown Languages English,
Hindi, Urdu

NORTHERN
Colombia

Venezuela

Ecuador Peru

Guyana Surinam

Bolivia

PERU
Area 1,285,216 sq km Population
29,180,899 Capital Lima Languages
Spanish, Quechua,Aymara Religions
Roman Catholic 89%, other 11%
SURINAM
Area 163,265 sq km Population 475,996
Capital Paramaribo Languages Dutch,
Hindi, Javanese
VENEZUELA
Area 912,050 sq km Population
26,414,815 Capital Caracas Language
Spanish Religions Roman Catholic 96%,
other 4%

BRAZIL
Area 8,511,996 sq km Population
191,908,598 Capital Brasília Language
Portuguese Religions Roman Catholic
90%, other 10% Currency Real
Highest point Pico da Neblina 3014 m
Main industries Cars, aircraft, machinery,
textiles, clothing, chemicals, steel
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